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The Microwave Affair

President Ford's administration has
removed some electronics intelligence
cquipment from the U.S. embassy roof
in Moscow in rcturn for reduced So- :
viet microwave bombardment of the .
embassy — a top secret effort to avold
an open rupture of U.S.-Soviet rela- -
tions. o L

Intensificd electromagnetic radia-
tion beamed at the embassy to inter.
rupt US. intelligence-gathering has :
prociuced repeated complaints that em-
hassy personnel, ineluding Ambassador
Walter Stoessel, have been physically
narmed. The Soviet government re-
fused even to acknowledge the Imicro-
wave attack, much less stop it Thus,
the Ford-Kissinger policy c¢f detente
was scriously threatened on a periph-
2val issue.

The result s what critical officials ,
nigh in the Ford administration eall .
“hand-wringing” diplomacy. Instead of .
utright U.S. demands that the Soviets !
ohserve the bounds of civilized behav- ;
ior, a havrgain of sorcts Las now been se- |
cretiy struck. Some electronics equin- |
ment on the cmbassy’s roof used to
penectrate confidential Soviet commu- ‘
nications has been removed, In return, !
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2lectromagnetic radiation at the em-
Jassy has decreased. However, radia-
tion remains above minimum safety
standards, and the matter is by no :
means closed. . :

AMany nuances and implications of
this hush-hush affair 2ve not fully
known; nor is its ultimate outcone.
tut critics within the administration
believe Mr. Ford and Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger are following
taé¢tics that have provably failed in
2ast confrontations with the Kremlin.

The Soviets began directing micro-
waves at the U.S. embassy in the early
i060s, obviously as a countermeasure
against clectronic spying. By contrast,
he United States has followed the nor-:
maul diplomatic practice and dealt im!i-';
rectly with similar clectronic spying!
{rom the Sovi2t embassy in Washing-
ton — never by beaming microwaves
wrainst the Russians.

That the radiation in Joscow was
hove the Soviet’s own salety standaed
auss for years beea the subject of in- -
aumberable conforences hizh in the
roverment. Progident Jounson raised
he matter at Glasshoro, NLJ., in 1067
vith Saviet Prime Mintster Mexel Ko-
v, who diseiaimed any knowlodee
dierewave bombardman!, Howeves,
the United States decided not o press
U's ;;rir‘:vmlﬂ\\ :

What changed thiz was a drastié in- -

crease in electromagneiic radiation at '

the embassy in Aloscow twithin the last
2% to 26 months.

The main purpose cf that increase is n
. counter-measures :
against electronic eavesdropping de- |

believed to e

vices in and on top of the embassy, i

But U.S. intelligence scurces believe
the Soviets might also be pursuing one
or a2ll of three other purposes.

First, actual physicel harm to US.
personnel (which some embassy em-
ployees claim has afflicted many e¢me

bassy officials, includinz Ambassador :
psychological.

Stoessel); sccond,

trauma, rendering cinplovees unabla’

to function cffectiveiv (which hag

. ctearly happened); third, to activate

sensors secrefly placed inside the em-
hazsy to record conversations for So-
viet cars (which has not yet been
confirmed).

No protest was made to Moscow af-
ter the radiation level increased, hut
word inevitaLly began leaking through
Washington. Attemptinz to plug the
leaks, hizh State Department officialg
argued privately that disclosure might
generate damage suits against the gov-
ernment from embassy employees with
claims of illness. Far miore siznifi-
cantly, these officials continued, disclo
sure would compromise the embassy's
electronics intelligence.

_ Iudeed, after the Bustoa Globe's Wil-
liam Beecher revealed the increased
microwave bomhardment and Stoes-
sel's iilness, Soviet diplaomats in Wash-

inzton bezan a campaizn of whisper-

“Ofiiciuls eritical of
‘quiet diplomucy’
believe State
Depdrinment einissaries
shonld huve pornded
the table insiead of
wringing their hands.”
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ing to American newsmen about {he .
Moscow embassy’s electronic spying.
Faced with growingz leaks of sceret
information in, the press, the adminis-
tration moved piublicly and privately.

.Publicly, an clectioneering President

Foud {inessed the issue; his only public
statement came in a Teb. 8 press con-
ference at Durham, NI: “I have
heard rumors concarning it, but I don't
think it is a matter that ought to be
discussed at this point.” Privately, the
United States turned to Dr. Kissinger’s
“quiet diplomacy,” the full nature of
wvhich is unknown but clearly ircluded
removal vf cimbassy electionic equip-
moent aud accompanying reduction of
microwave bombardment.

Officials critical “guiet  diplo-
macy” believe Staje Department cmis
saries should have poundail the teble

af

. instead of wringiaz their hands, shouid

have loudly inforimed the Russians
tiat violating the sovercidnity of an
cmbassy is #n intolerable hreech of ine
terrational conduct. .

Thus, the microwave affair tran-
scends ULS. intelligance vpevations end
cven a hopad-for suceessful cozz'clus'.on
of diplomatic cfiorts. 1-‘.::ccd with bla-
tant provacation, the U.S. government
did not react until aftee publie disclo-

-

suré, and thien employed shrouded .

manuevers {o smother and smooth the

trouble. The implications

Doen lost on the Kremlin.,
31075, Field Enterorises. .

have nof °
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